Integrating Quotations

The best proof that a work of non-fiction or literature does what you say it does is textual evidence. If you say that a character in a story is evil, can you quote a passage in which he clearly says or does something evil?

As you incorporate textual evidence into your discussion through the use of quotations, there are some rules you should keep in mind.

1. Avoid “floating quotes.”  Incorporate quoted phrases into your own sentence!
[image: image1.wmf]Hester Prynne was very radiant.  "Her beauty


INCORRECT
shone out and made a halo of the misfortune

and ignominy in which she was enveloped” (Hawthorne 2).
[image: image2.wmf]Hester Prynne's "beauty shone out" and even 


YES!
in her shame, it "made a halo of the misfortune

and ignominy” (Hawthorne 2).

[image: image3.wmf]
"Darkened by the gloomiest of trees” (Hawthorne 7). 

INCORRECT
This quote shows that the forest is a frightening place






[image: image4.wmf]
The forest, "darkened by the gloomiest of


WELL DONE!
Trees” (Hawthorne 7), is a frightening place.

2. Two quotations in a row make you look shy. Hold on to that microphone (metaphorically speaking).
[image: image5.wmf]Chillingworth was rotten from the start.


INCORRECT (two floating

"Very soon, however his look became



                                        quotes!)

keen and penetrative" (Hawthorne 55).  "A living horror

twisted itself across his features, like a snake"
(Hawthorne 56).

[image: image6.wmf]Chillingworth was rotten from the start,


GOOD JOB!
and had the penetrating appearance

of a "living horror" twisting across his face (Hawthorne 55-6).

3. Line breaks are important in poetry. They can be preserved by using a slash (/) to show where they would go. Preserve the capitalization too!

[image: image7.wmf]The speaker notes that the bruised heart of the mourner wonders "was it He/that

Bore/And Yesterday, or Centuries before?" (Dickinson 3-4).
4. Paraphrase can be used to clarify the text and to better suit your sentence structure, as long as you do not change meaning.

He was a gentleman from sole to crown,


ORIGINAL LINES FROM POEM

Clean flavored, and imperially slim.

[image: image8.wmf]
Richard Cory, "clean flavored, and imperially


ALTERED GRAMMAR TO FIT

 slim," was from head to toe a gentleman 


THE SENTENCE STRUCTURE.

(Robinson 3-4).

5. Square brackets are helpful when you want to alter a few words of a quotation for clarity, or to suit your sentence structure. 
[image: image9.wmf]
Hester Prynne claims that she "'would willingly

ALTERED FOR CLARITY

Have gone [with Hibbins] into the forest.'"

Rodriguez comments that his education has “[c]arried [him] far” (5).
6. When you want to omit unnecessary or distracting material in the middle of a quote, you can use ellipsis ( . . . ) to show where something has been removed.
[image: image10.wmf]
Dimmesdale argues that Pearl "'was meant 


UNNECESSARY WORDS

for a  blessing . . . for a retribution to her mother” 

REMOVED

(Hawthorne 79).
7. Make your point before or at the same time as you give the evidence. Don’t put the evidence first.

[image: image11.wmf]
Jenny says to Alice, “You are going out for 


INEFFECTIVE

cheerleading now” (Coakley 18); this shows 
that Alice is trying new things now that she 

has a new body.

[image: image12.wmf]
Now that Alice has a new, more athletic body,


OK 
she has the confidence to try new things. This

is seen when Jenny says to her, “You are going

out for cheerleading now” (Coakley 18)
[image: image13.wmf]Now that Alice has a new, more athletic body,


EFFECTIVE!

She has the confidence to try new things such

as “going out for cheerleading” (Coakley 18).
