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Aspect Not Yet Within Expectations Meets Expectations Fully Meets Expectations Exceeds Expectations
(Minimal Level)

Quick Scale: Grade 8 Writing Poems
This Quick Scale is a summary of the Rating Scale . Both describe student achievement in March-April of the school year.

Poems are usually expected to be carefully revised, edited, and proofread.

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

ideas and
information
use of detail
sense of audience

ST YLE

clarity, variety,
and impact of
language

FORM

poetic form*
imagery

CONVENTIONS

spelling
punctuation
grammar

The poem is an attempt at
the required type but is
seriously flawed by problems
in form, style, and mechanics.
May be very short.

creates a poem around a
very simple and direct
idea; may be very short,
illogical, or based on
another work
little relevant detail and
description
little sense of audience;
may include inappropriate
material

language is
conversational and may
be inappropriate
little figurative language
or other techniques; may
attempt required
elements such as rhyme

does not follow the “rules”
of the chosen form; may
appear to be prose
written in short lines
little attempt to create
images; these may seem
illogical

frequent errors in simple
words, punctuation, and
grammar often interfere
with meaning

The poem is direct and
complete, with some detail,
although ideas are not fully
developed. Attempts
required form; parts often
flawed by errors.

creates a poem around a
relatively simple, concrete
idea or topic; often
predictable, with parts
modelled on other works
some detail and
description to develop
ideas and images;
development is uneven
limited sense of audience

language is generally
clear, appropriate, and
direct; often imprecise
may attempt simple figura-
tive language (e.g., similes)
and poetic techniques
(e.g., rhyme) that have
been recently taught

attempts to write in the
chosen form, but flawed;
(ideas and language are
often contrived to fit form)
some attempts to create
images, often through
literal, concrete description

errors in basic words,
punctuation, and
grammar are noticeable
but do not obscure
meaning

The poem is clear and
develops a theme or central
idea with some detail and
imagery. Uses the required
form.

creates a poem around a
straightforward,
controlling idea; may
feature some complexity
or originality
uses detail and
description to develop
ideas and images
some sense of audience;
ideas and language have
some impact

language is clear,
appropriate, and varied
takes risks to create
effects with figurative
language and other
techniques (e.g., rhyme,
repetition); results may be
uneven

follows “rules” of chosen
poetic form; may be
somewhat contrived
uses some sensory and
figurative language to
create images (often
predictable)

errors in more complex
words, punctuation, and
grammar are sometimes
noticeable, but meaning
is clear

The poem is expressive and
features some engaging
ideas or language. Form
and style help to develop
and enhance meaning;
some emotional impact.

creates a poem around a
key or controlling idea
with some complexity,
originality, and creative
development
uses detail and descrip-
tion to develop ideas,
images, and themes
sense of audience;
creates an emotional
impact or makes a point

language is varied and
often precise;
experiments; may “play”
with language
experiments with
figurative language and
increasingly
sophisticated techniques
(e.g., irony, rhythm)

follows “rules” of chosen
form; tries to make form
and meaning work
together
uses figurative language
and imagery with some
originality and impact

may include occasional
errors in words, punctua-
tion, or grammar where
the writer is taking risks
with complex language;
these do not interfere
with meaning

* In the space below, teachers may want to list “rules” for the specific type of poem students are to write for a particular assignment.

Poetic form: ____________________

Key “rules”:

that follows


